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THE REVIVAL BEGINS (Judges 6:25-35, GNT)

®That night the LORD spoke to Gideon again: Get your father's second-best bull,
the one that's seven years old. Use it to pull down the altar where your father
worships Baal and cut down the sacred pole next to the altar. **Then build an
altar for worshiping me on the highest part of the hill where your town is built.
Use layers of stones for my altar, not just a pile of rocks. Cut up the wood from
the pole, make a fire, kill the bull, and burn it as a sacrifice to me.

?’Gideon chose ten of his servants to help him, and they did everything God had
said. But since Gideon was afraid of his family and the other people in town, he
did it all at night. When the people of the town got up the next morning, they
saw that Baal's altar had been knocked over, and the sacred pole next to it had
been cut down. Then they noticed the new altar covered with the remains of the
sacrificed bull.

2" Who could have done such a thing?" they asked. And they kept on asking,
until finally someone told them, " Gideon the son of Joash did it." **The men of
the town went to Joash and said, " Your son Gideon knocked over Baal's altar
and cut down the sacred pole next to it. Hand him over, so we can kill him!"
*'The crowd pushed closer and closer, but Joash replied, " Are you trying to take
revenge for Baal? Are you trying to rescue Baal? If you are, you will be the ones
who are put to death, and it will happen before another day dawns. If Baal really
is a god, let him take his own revenge on someone who tears down his altar."
2That same day, Joash changed Gideon's name to Jerubbaal, explaining, " He
tore down Baal's altar, so let Baal take revenge himself."

2That same day, Joash changed Gideon's name to Jerubbaal, explaining, " He
tore down Baal's altar, so let Baal take revenge himself." 3l the Midianites,
Amalekites, and other eastern nations got together and crossed the Jordan
River. Then they invaded the land of Israel and set up camp in Jezreel Valley.
**The LORD's Spirit took control of Gideon, and Gideon blew a signal on a
trumpet to tell the men in the Abiezer clan to follow him. **He also sent
messengers to the tribes of Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, telling the
men of these tribes to come and join his army...
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To follow God’s call to revival means taking risks; it also has its rewards...

1. RisK: _LOSE YOUR COMFORT . REWARD: _LIFE OF FAITH

“By an act of faith, Abraham said yes to God's call to travel to an
unknown place that would become his home. When he left he had no
idea where he was going... Abraham did it by keeping his eye on an
unseen city with real, eternal foundations - the City designed and built
by God.” Hebrews 11:8, 10 (Message)

2. RISK: LIFE OF FAITH REWARD: _PLEASE GOD .

“Don't you realize that friendship with this world makes you an enemy
of God? | say it again, that if your aim is to enjoy this world, you can't
be a friend of God.” James 4:4 (NLT)

“Our purpose is to please God, not people... “ 1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NLT)

3. RISK: _STAND ALONE . REWARD: _BE LEADER OF
RIGHTEOQOUSNESS .

“Get out of bed, Jerusalem! Wake up. Put your face in the sunlight.
God's bright glory has risen for you. The whole earth is wrapped in
darkness, all people sunk in deep darkness, but God rises on you, his
sunrise glory breaks over you. Nations will come to your light, kings to
your sunburst brightness.” Isaiah 60:1-3 (Message)

When you choose to follow God’s call to revival,
you are choosing _ LIFE .

“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that | have set
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you
and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to
his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life...” Deuteronomy
30:19, 20 (NIV)



