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Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy days. Inside
the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with five covered
porches. Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the
porches waiting for a certain movement of the water, for an angel of the Lord
came from time to time and stirred up the water. And the first person to step
down into it afterward was healed.) One of the men lying there had been sick
for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him and knew how long he had been
ill, he asked him, “WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET WELL?"

| can't sir, the sick man said, for | have no one to help me into the pool when
the water is stirred up. While | am trying to get there, someone else always
gets in ahead of me.

Jesus told him, “STAND UP, PICK UP YOUR SLEEPING MAT, AND WALK!"

INSTANTLY, THE MAN WAS HEALED! He rolled up the mat and began
walking! But this miracle happened on the Sabbath day. So the Jewish
leaders objected. They said to the man who was cured, You can't work on the
Sabbath! It's illegal to carry that sleeping mat!

He replied, The man was healed me said to me, Pick up your sleeping mat and
walk.

Who said such a thing as that? They demanded.

The man didn't know, for Jesus had disappeared into the crowd. But afterward

Jesus found him in the Temple and told him, “NOW YOU ARE WELL; SO

STOP SINNING, OR SOMETHING EVEN WORSE MAY HAPPEN TO YOU.”
John 5:1-15 (NLT)






